
Remember that slavery was a thriving industry in the United States. The southern plantations depended on 
the free labor to work their fields and produce crops of cotton to sell to the North and to other countries. Along 

_ with other inventions of the industrial revolution, the cotton gin made the crops of cotton much more valuable. 
Also remember that James K. Polk had met his goal in his presidency to gain control and ownership of the 

land heading out west to California. The treaty that was signed at the end of the Mexican-American war allowed the _ 
land to be populated and thus turn into states. 

However, with new states came the question of slavery. Would the new states allow slavery, or would the 
states be free states? The current Northern and Southern states all had their own opinions. 

The United States Congress would have to make a decision. There was a lot of discussion about this and other 
topics. People who were against slavery wanted the capital, the District of Columbia to end the slave trade there. 
Those who were for slavery wanted the fugitive slave laws to be stronger. These laws would allow owners to hunt 
does escaped slaves. There were others who knew that California was gaining more people because of the gold 
rush. Texas was getting new borders and settlers. When they became states, would they be free states, or hold 
slaves? 

In 1848, Zachary Taylor would become president. He was from the south, and own over 100 slaves. Southern 
people were thrilled because they were sure that they would be able to keep their slaves AND future states would 
join in with the slave trade. However, Zachary Taylor did not focus on a decision for or against slavery. Instead, he 
focused on making California a state. Instead, Zachary Taylor allowed the question of slavery to go through 
Congress. 

The debates that Congress endured were difficult. How could both groups be kept happy without tearing the 
country in two? Henry Clay, from Kentucky, got the nickname The Great Compraniser because he came up with 
several ideas that wouldn't change what was in the south, but it would limit new states, like California to be only 
free states. A man named John C. Calhoun, nicknamed The Great Nullifier, was angry about this idea. He was too 
sick to attend the meeting, but sent someone to read a speech for him. In the speech, Calhoun even suggested that 
there be TWO presidents - one for the north, and on for the south. This sounded like an encouragement to split the 

- United States into two parts. A senator from Massachusetts, Daniel Webster went against Calhoun by saying there 
nee e o e uni y in e na 10n, no 1v1s1on. e s er s m e a s a emen a ou uni y based on who he was 15~y - ---
saying. "not as a Massachusetts man, not as a Northern man, but as an American.· 

Another senator pointed out that slavery went against the Bill of Rights that "all men are created equal. .. " 
While these discussions were printed and people all over the United States read about it, nothing was decided 

during Zachary Taylor's presidency. He suddenly became ill and died five days later with Millard Filmore taking the 
role of president. He and Congress would work together and come to a compromise. 
The Compromise 

First, the fugitive slave law was passed, allowing money to be given to people returning slaves. Next, to 
- balance the first part, Congress made California a free state. The third part of the compromise involved the 

boundary of Texas not getting larger. This made Northerners happy. Next, Washington D.C. would no longer have 
slave trade, but they would still keep their slaves. Fifth and finally, Congress chose to make no decision about 
slavery for the western territories. Instead, they allowed the people of the area to vote and chose whether they 
would own slaves or be a free state. 

While many would feel good, and think that this helped hold the Union of the United States together, they would 
find it was only a truce that wouldn't hold for long. 

What was a hJJe question asked 
when reN states were broUJht into 

the Union? 
What SLJJ9e5tion did John C. Catioun 

rrake in the speech he sent to 
Corgress?? 

How did sk:lvery go CQJirst the Bill of 
Rghts? 

What happered to Zacrary Taylor? 

What 5 corrpromises were rra:le? 

The last sentence talks about the truce 
between the states wouldn't hold for long. 
Predict what you think will happen if and 

when the truce is broken? 
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